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FIRE SAFETY SPECIAL
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Established in 1985, LABM is the leading

magazine for local authorities, ALMOs and

housing associations, delivering practical,

engaging editorial on the subjects that

matter most to our targeted audience, who

are responsible for the construction,

refurbishment and maintenance of public

sector buildings throughout the UK.

● LABM boasts an unrivalled ABC-audited

circulation of 18,721 (average net circulation July

2016 — June 2017)

● LABM has more building-related readers than any other

magazine in the sector, offering the best reach into the

local authority and housing association markets.

● Fully audited by an independent body, LABM’s ABC profile

offers complete transparency, allowing advertisers and

agencies to compare the strengths of public sector titles.

● Readers include council, ALMO and housing association

specifiers, housing and maintenance managers,

architects, contractors, SMEs, DLOs and surveyors, as well

as professionals involved in planning and building control

— key influencers when it comes to the specification of

products and services for public sector projects.
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Market information

The public sector landscape is evolving. Local authorities and housing associations are diversifying,

engaging in a much wider array of activities than ever before. For example more councils are

setting up local housing companies to help boost housebuilding and exploring the delivery of new

houses for private sale and rent, reinvesting any revenue generated back into the provision of

social homes. In addition, a growing number of social housing providers are merging to increase

their financial strength and build more affordable homes. 

● £9bn Affordable Homes Programme (AHP).

● £2.3bn Housing Infrastructure Fund to help unlock

100,000 new homes in areas of high demand.

● £45m Local Authority Land Release Fund for land

remediation and infrastructure projects to help deliver

new homes.

● Local authorities provide temporary housing for

75,740 homeless families.

● One Public Estate is working with 250 councils providing

funding to help deliver property-focused programmes.

● Scottish councils spent £2.4bn on capital projects in

2015/16, £632m of which was on council housing.

● £1.75bn from the Scottish Government over the next

three years for councils to stimulate investment in

affordable housing.

● The Scottish Government has made a committment to

deliver 50,000 new affordable homes by 2021. 

● £60m Major Repairs Allowance for councils in Wales

to ensure homes meet the Welsh Housing Quality

Standard by 2020. 

● Housing associations in England currently provide

288,000 shared ownership homes.

● Housing associations provide 422,000 specialist

homes for older or vulnerable people in England.

● Housing associations in England invest £6 of their own

money or private finance for every £1 of public money

they receive for building new homes.

● £43.8m of Dowry Gap Funding from the Welsh

Government for 2017-18 to help the 10 LSVTs meet

the Welsh Housing Quality Standard by 2020.

● Housing associations are the only providers of new

social and shared ownership homes in Northern Ireland.

● Northern Ireland is delivering more new home starts

per population than any other region in the UK.

46% of councils are exploring private rented
sector homes (PRS) as a part of the solution to
creating new homes in their local authority area,
whilst 19% are already delivering PRS.



Healthcare

The capital investment for new-build and improving

existing hospital and healthcare buildings is £1.76bn

Economy

Housing associations contributed approx £1.6bn

to England’s economy in 2016 through the

construction of 38,082 homes

Schools estate

The estimated cost of returning all school buildings

to satisfactory or better condition

Housing

Goverment target to build one million new

homes by 2020

In England the housing association domestic property portfolio extends to

2.3m homes, whilst councils are responsible for 1.6m houses — a third of

which are managed by ALMOs across 40 local authority areas
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Social housing

● £500m Major Repairs Expenditure   ● £800m Planned Maintenance

Expenditure  ● £2,000m Routine Maintenance Expenditure 

Council Repairs and Maintenance Expenditure 2016

● PSBP £4.4bn ● CIF £496m

£4.4bn Priority Schools Building Programme (PSBP) funding to help

rebuild and refurbish school buildings in the worst conditions across England.

£496m for the Condition Improvement Fund ( CIF) 2017 to 2018 main round

for 1,510 schemes to address health and safety issues, building compliance,

expansion projects and energy efficiency in education buildings

Schools capital programmes



Focused editorial
LABM offers an essential information resource for public sector specifiers, covering key industry

issues, contract wins, government initiatives and regulatory updates, as well as all the latest

construction product developments. In addition, the magazine features regular expert comment

from influential industry bodies and every issue we include in-depth council and housing

association case studies. There are ample opportunities for suppliers to contribute content to the

magazine, such as comment pieces, best practice feature articles and supplier profiles.

● Instant access to the latest news and opinion

● Informative feature content and details of new product launches

● Featured video of the month section showcasing local authority

and housing association projects

● A fortnightly newsletter including the latest council and housing

association updates

● LABM also engages with readers through Twitter, join the

conversation: @LABMmag

Website & social media

Don’t forget to
follow us on

Twitter for all
the latest news

@LABMmag

In the Spotlight

Every issue we cover a different company/supplier, looking at what they do

and how working with councils/housing associations has influenced their

product development, service and performance delivery. These pieces can

be commissioned or written in-house following a site visit.

Feature articles

LABM includes three features every issue, covering important areas for specifiers

when it comes to the construction and maintenance of public sector buildings.

Features range from Housing & Regeneration and Schools, Hospitals &

Communal Buildings, to Heating & Ventilation. Within each feature there are

opportunities for suppliers to contribute technical issues-led articles and in-depth

case studies, offering expertise from their field of specialism.

L
ast November, the Building

Societies Association published a

report titled: ‘Laying the

foundations for Modern Methods

of Construction (MMC)’. The document

highlights the ongoing issues surrounding

the housing shortage and states that

mainstream adoption of MMC is needed as

part of ‘the solution to building more

affordable homes, faster’. Local authorities

and housing associations have been at the

forefront of adoption of these offsite,

panelised approaches — such as

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs) — and

tenants are already seeing the benefits

that these properties can provide. 

Renewed hope
Until recently, prefabricated construction

methods had been looked on with a good

deal of scepticism within the UK

housebuilding industry. This view owed

much to the approaches of the post-war

era. With materials in short supply and

quantity prioritised above all else, these

homes often featured poor detailing and

had little or no insulation, leading to

significant long-term maintenance issues.   

MMC are vastly superior to their

predecessors, offering significant design

freedom and excellent fabric

performance. Approaches such as

Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs) have

now become a popular option for building

to the most demanding energy efficiency

standards, including Passivhaus. 

Fabric to the fore
An example of a typical SIP would be two

OSB3 (Oriented Strand Board) facings with

a rigid thermoset insulation core. The

demanding thermal performance

requirements of the Passivhaus standard

can then be easily met with the addition of

a further layer of insulation. As well as

providing excellent levels of insulation, the

jointing arrangements inherent in SIP

systems can provide extremely airtight

structures, with airleakage rates as good as

1m3/hour/m2 at 50 Pa. Once airtight tape is

Matthew Evans discusses how offsite construction techniques can help tackle the housing
shortage and the growing popularity of Structural Insulated Panels as a means of achieving
higher efficiency standards on new-builds.

Smart spending offsite

HOUSING & REGENERATION

The Hanham Hall eco-scheme was
the first site in the government’s

Carbon Challenge initiative

Installations can be completed to an

accurate, pre-planned schedule and

require little skilled labour

applied to junctions, with due care and

attention to detailing and workmanship, this

rate can be reduced even further to the 0.6

air changes per hour @ 50 Pa required by

the Passivhaus standard.

SIPs can also help to avoid problems that

may be associated with other common

construction techniques, such as airleakage

through poorly-sealed sockets or switches,

at floor zones through masonry cavity walls,

under skirting boards and through poorly-

sealed loft hatches and top-storey ceiling

light fittings. The jointing arrangements in

SIPs mean that the insulation layer is

typically interrupted by less repeating

studwork than in a timber frame, greatly

reducing repeating thermal bridging, and

their factory engineered design ensures

very low levels of linear thermal bridging at

junctions and openings. 

Skills sorted
Above and beyond the performance of the

building envelope — these offsite

approaches also offer a viable solution to

many of the issues currently facing the

wider construction industry, such as the

ongoing skills shortage. The current

situation is only likely to worsen over time

with the Construction Industry Training

Board estimating in 2013 that 406,000 UK

construction workers (around a fifth of the

workforce) are due to retire by 20231, with

the number of apprentices nowhere near

filling the demand.

The panel manufacture processes for

MMC, like SIPs, are handled within the

factory, allowing a high level of precision

with only limited human labour

requirements. Once the panels are

delivered to site, they can be simply

erected by a relatively small team of

workers with virtually no need for onsite

adjustments — greatly reducing site waste. 

Perhaps more importantly, the speed and

predictability of these modern methods

means they can help to deliver on the

urgent demand for quantity within the

housing market. SIPs, for example, can be

designed, pre-cut and delivered to a clear

schedule. Their dry construction is much less

reliant on the weather conditions and the

outer shell of a standard home can typically

be erected within a matter of weeks. 

Once a breather membrane is applied

to the outer face of the SIPs, the property

is effectively weathertight. This allows

follow-on trades to begin work at a much

earlier stage in the project than is possible

with a traditional masonry construction

approach, further reducing project

timescales. Estimates have suggested that

homes constructed using offsite

approaches can be built up to 30% faster

than traditional methods2.

Policy change
Whilst on the rise, MMC approaches still

make up only a relatively small proportion

of housebuilding within the UK. A number

of measures were included within the

‘Fixing our broken housing market’

whitepaper, to further encourage adoption

of offsite methods.  

The Home Building Fund will provide

significant short and long-term funding to

support, amongst other things, more

innovative approaches to construction,

including offsite methods. The Accelerated

Construction Programme, which aims to

reduce risk on brownfield and former

government sites, should also help to

champion the use of offsite approaches. 

A joint working group including

lenders, valuers and industry experts is

also proposed to encourage the collation

and sharing of data measuring the long-

term performance of offsite technologies

to ensure that mortgages are readily

available across a range of tested

methods of construction.

The issues surrounding housebuilding

in the UK are many and varied, and it’s

clear that no single measure can solve all

of the challenges local authorities and

housing associations face. However, MMC

such as SIPs can help to ease many of the

practical problems, allowing energy

efficient homes to be built with fast,

predictable programmes and greatly

reducing skilled labour requirements. 

1www.citb.co.uk/news-events/uk-construction-skills-

time-bomb/

2Davies G in Fixing our Broken Housing Market,

DCLG, 2017

Matthew Evans is Technical Manager at

Kingspan TEK

■ www.kingspantek.co.uk
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SIPs, such as the Kingspan TEK Building System, are
frequently on high efficiency projects such as Hanham

Hall with Sovereign Living and Barrett Developments

LABM’s website — labmonline.co.uk — provides key information for

councils, housing associations and anyone involved in the provision

of social and affordable housing, education facilities, healthcare

estates and public buildings.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: VAILLANT

O
ver the course of our 140-year

history, Vaillant has built a

reputation as a manufacturing

innovator that delivers reliable,

quality-driven heating and domestic hot

water solutions for the domestic and

commercial markets. We have also led the

market in the development of a broad

range of renewable technologies that

today offer real choice and performance

benefits to support a sustainable future.

As we have built our offering, the ever-

changing specific requirements of our

customers has always been at the centre

of our approach, no more so than when it

comes to working with the local authority

and housing association sector. It is this

experience that not only provides us with

the valuable insight that ensures we can

collaboratively partner with social housing

organisations, but also allows us to evolve

our offering so we can provide exactly

what they need.

At Vaillant we consider ourselves more

than ‘just a boiler supplier’ and recognise

the importance of working closely with

customers to understand the challenges

they face, so both our products and

support systems can be of maximum

benefit. We also understand that no two

organisations are alike in terms of

objectives, structure and processes, and

we must, and do, tailor our service

accordingly, striving to offer a truly

bespoke solution that aims to satisfy

specific requirements, and one that does

not try to create a ‘catch-all’ answer.

Identifying such nuances are key and

has been the starting point for the many

commercial partnerships we have in place

with local authorities and social housing

organisations across the UK. For example,

those with their own in-house gas-

engineering workforce rely upon product

availability, and the Vaillant commitment of

a minimum of 15-year availability of spare

parts to enable them to carry out

installation, maintenance or repairs. 

For other organisations who award this

work out to a third party, the operating

dynamics will differ and require a well

organised support function so tenant-

related issues are identified and quickly

rectified. For some, price is the only

criteria, while other organisations focus

upon asset management solutions, a

desire for product longevity and adopting

a longer, more holistic view of the heating

services provided to their tenants.

Partnership approach
Vaillant’s partnership approach ensures we

encompass all such objectives from the

onset and are fully conversant with

delivering a range of bespoke solutions to

exceed expectations. This background is

also shaping the development of our own

products and services. A prime example has

been the launch of ecoFIT sustain — a new

generation of boilers designed specifically

for the social housing sector.

Mindful of the particular pressures

facing the sector, it offers low

maintenance, predictable cost of

Collaborative working
By working together to create bespoke heating solutions, Vaillant, one of the UK’s leading heating
and hot water specialists, is assisting local authorities and housing associations adapt to a
changing landscape; one where asset management, longer-term value planning and operational
efficiencies are having to be considered alongside bottom line cost. Alice Woolley explains.

ecoFIT sustain

ownership and high efficiency SAP

ratings. The team worked closely with

social housing providers and contractors

during the development stage so the

final solution ticked all the boxes in terms

of reduced ongoing maintenance

commitments and expenditure, and

lower long-term asset costs, while

ensuring that upcoming technologies

such as internet connected solutions can

be integrated easily. The initial market

reaction has been positive.

We work closely with our partners to

identify and fulfil any training requirements

to ensure seamless installation and

ongoing maintenance. Rather than simply

supply the boilers, we work in partnership

with the local authority, housing

association or the contractor to create and

deliver bespoke training solutions. For

example, we offer free, tailored, training

packages, for our clients’ installation and

maintenance engineers at one of our

seven Centres of Excellence across the

UK, as standard.  

We also look outside of our immediate

role, to see where we can also provide

added value to our clients. We recently

worked with one housing association to

assist with providing Electric Cars for its

staff to utilise when visiting their properties

or tenants. We have also lent our support

to an ALMO’s community project, which

saw our team volunteer to help clear

rubbish from a local area, which had fallen

into disrepair as a result of under-funding. 

Recently, Vaillant has undertaken work

to ensure we can deliver informed insight

around total cost of heating ownership. In

a changing political and legislative

environment, organisations within the

social housing sector are becoming ever

mindful of the need to support future

planning objectives.  

Helping them to fully understand the

total cost of ownership of the product

solutions, the company is delivering its

critical, and in-depth model, developed to

allow us to share vital information, so local

authorities and housing associations

appreciate the totality of their commitment,

not just the short-term cost. Overall

product, maintenance, repair and servicing

costs can be calculated upfront and

certainly aid budget and asset

management planning capability.

The future
There is no doubt that new-build targets

set by the Government, and sector

activity currently witnessing an increase

in the number of mergers and

acquisitions, is influencing thinking and

requirements. With consolidated budgets

and stronger focus on procurement

processes, the need to prove long-term

value for large-scale heating installation

and servicing projects is imperative. Initial

cost versus longer-term value will be a

key conversation and Vaillant is ideally

placed to work alongside organisations to

inform such conversations with the level

of detail required.

In terms of solution innovation, the

market continues to evolve and the

impending arrival of true remote system

monitoring and diagnostics capability will

be another step change for the sector. The

ability to quickly fault find without needing

to visit a property, or to easily ascertain

what is required to undertake a repair prior

to a visit, offers exceptional operational

efficiency benefits in terms of cost, time

management and planning.

Vaillant is committed to continuing to

develop the kind of bespoke service and

quality-driven heating products the local

authority and social housing sector seeks. 

Alice Woolley is Marketing Director 

at Vaillant

Company name: Vaillant

Product area(s): Heating and hot water specialist

Company size: 747 people

Head Office address: Vaillant Group, Nottingham Road, Belper, Derbyshire, UK,

DE56 1JT

Contact number: 0345 602 0262 

Website: www.vaillant.co.uk/specifiers 

Email: marketing.sales@vaillant.co.uk

Twitter: @vaillantuk

Mission statement: We aim to be the leading provider of environmentally

friendly, energy-saving heating, cooling and hot water

solutions that are simple to operate. Our goal is sustainable

and profitable growth for our family-owned company. 
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Company Fact File

The ecoFIT sustain is a new generation of

boilers designed specifically for the social

housing sector

U
ncertainty hangs heavy in the air,

particularly for the housing

sector following the General

Election. With Alok Sharma MP

announced as the new Housing and

Planning Minister in June, what does the

future hold? After a promising Housing

White Paper, where tackling the housing

crisis seemed firmly on the agenda and

plans were announced to dramatically

boost housebuilding figures, giving

councils a greater role in housing delivery,

has momentum stalled? 

Whilst some local authorities and

housing associations maybe feeling unsure

about how to proceed in the current climate,

for Basildon Council, it’s business as usual.

Basildon in Essex has a population of

approximately 183,000, predicted to

increase to 210,000 by 2034. Built in the

1950s, it’s a new town that is attracting a lot

of IT start-up companies and the council is

hoping to capture the coattails of a budding

little nucleus of businesses and attract even

more companies to the area.

Last July the council hosted an event

to highlight investment opportunities

across the borough, outlining details of

its draft Local Plan, which includes the

provision of around 15,000 new homes,

3,600 of them affordable housing. 

Terry Fuller from the Homes and

Communities Agency spoke at the ‘Invest

in Basildon’ event in London, alongside

Wayne Hemingway from Hemingway

Design and Cllr Phil Turner (former Leader)

and Bala Mahendran (Chief Executive), both

of Basildon Council. Whitbread’s Giorgio

Fioravanti delivered a speech about why

Costa, which opened a £38m state-of-the-

art roastery, Europe’s biggest, in the town

earlier this year, chose to invest in Basildon,

whilst Leigh Johnson from Redrow Homes

discussed why the borough is important to

the private housebuilder. 

Supporting economic growth
Basildon is the second largest economy in

the Thames Gateway, after Canary Wharf,

and the council is keen to support further

economic growth. This is a council not

resting on its laurels but looking ahead to

secure the borough’s future. The local

authority is taking a holistic approach, not

PROJECT PROFILE: BASILDON COUNCIL & SEMPRA HOMES

Claire Clutten speaks to Mandie Skeat, Head of Housing and Community Services at Basildon
Council and Melanie Keys, Manager of Sempra Homes, to find out about the council’s New
Homes Programme and its ambitions to secure a strong economic future for the borough.

Golden opportunity

Artist’s impression of a new development of 20
apartments which are being built on the site of a former

community centre in Long Lynderswood, Basildon

just seeking to create new homes, but

encourage more businesses to establish

bases in the area, attract fresh blood and

provide training opportunities for local

people. Basildon’s proximity to London,

only 30 miles from the capital, with

excellent road and rail links, are factors

highly in its favour. Attracting new business

and people to the area is only half the

battle though, the key is to ensure they

stay and contribute to the continuation of a

vibrant thriving community.

Funding set backs over recent years

have led social housing providers to

become more creative, exploring a variety

of options to expand their role and help

meet need. A number of councils have set

up housing companies for the specific

purpose of delivering more homes and at

scale. Basildon is a prime example,

establishing a commercial arm through

Sempra Homes to deliver high quality

housing of a broad tenure, from private

sale and private rent, to shared ownership

and affordable rent.

Mandie Skeat, Head of Housing and

Community Services at Basildon Council

says: “We have been quite prudent around

budget management and we’ve got good

asset management data, which has

enabled us to properly manage our 30-year

business plan. We have a company, wholly-

owned by the council, to build, acquire,

manage and let stock for people who are

struggling to get on the property ladder,

who can’t necessarily get a mortgage but

might want to look at shared ownership. 

“We also have a build programme using

our Housing Revenue Account as well,

valued at around £20m and joining both

together we have a pipeline of build which

I think a housing association would be

proud of. For us it really is about trying to

address the need in the borough, which is

around social housing, but it’s also about

people who are aspiring to get on the

property ladder but can’t quite afford it.”

Affordable homes
Affordability continues to be an issue. For

a three-bedroom house in Basildon the

price is roughly £300,000, over the whole

borough, incorporating Billericay, which is

expensive, to Pitsea, which includes areas

of deprivation.

Melanie Keys, Manager of Sempra

Homes, says: “Through our shared

ownership offer we’re working alongside

government’s Help to Buy scheme,

enabling people to purchase 25% of their

home, which makes it a lot more affordable.

“In May Sempra was formally

recognised by the HCA, so we now have

Investment Partner status. We were

successful in our SOAHP (Shared

Ownership Affordable Homes Programme

2016-21) bid and have been awarded

significant funding towards our shared

ownership programme.”

Sempra Homes is looking to build 580

new homes during the next five years and

these homes will be pepper potted

throughout the borough. Building in this

way avoids imposing unnecessary

additional constraints on local

infrastructure and existing facilities and

encourages more organic growth. 

Basildon’s aim is to maximise the

potential of disused garage sites, whilst at

the same time bringing back into use

empty homes in a poor state of repair and

remodelling properties such as one-bed

bungalows to meet increasing demand for

two-bed homes. Mandie asserts: “We’re

looking to be as creative as we can with

the stock we have and maximise the

opportunity to ensure we meet need.”

Mandie continues: “We’re not looking

for that profit margin, any money that’s

made goes straight back into the council.”

Social enterprise
These altruistic principles inspired the

council to set up a social enterprise,

Basworx, run by Basildon’s main contractor

Morgan Sindall. The social enterprise

provides training opportunities for

jobseekers aged between 19 and 55,

people looking for a second chance or a

career change. Morgan Sindall took the

current intake of six trainees to visit Dulux to

learn painting skills. The trainees have since

put their newly acquired skills to good use

painting a sheltered housing scheme.

The training lasts approximately six

weeks and if trainees show promise, they

can go on to do a proper apprenticeship,

which can lead to full-time employment.

Melanie says: “We currently have three

apprentices in our development team.

One of our success stories is an individual,

who, following a two-year apprenticeship

with us, has gone on to secure a fill-time

job with the council.”
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“Basildon is the second
largest economy in the
Thames Gateway, after
Canary Wharf, and the
council is keen to support
further economic growth.”

Basildon Council is turning underutilised sites that are no longer fit for
purpose into much-needed affordable housing for families in the borough

PROJECT PROFILE: BASILDON COUNCIL & SEMPRA HOMES

Mandie adds: “Schemes like Basworx,

what we’re doing with the HRA, the New

Homes Programme and Sempra, are about

maximising opportunities for our residents

and the borough.”

Build programme
In February this year Basildon Council

announced plans to invest £21m into its

social housing build programme over the

next five years, in addition to investing

£16m a year into its existing housing

estates over the next 10 years.

Work is currently underway to build

new homes on former garage sites in

Laindon and Wickford, as well as four new

homes on disused land formerly the site of

a children’s centre owned by Essex

County Council. The three sites are the

first tranche of the council’s New Homes

Programme and are expected to complete

before the end of this year.

Last November councillors approved

Sempra’s proposals to build 15 houses on

vacant land in Billericay. The new homes on

Roman Way will be a mix of two-, three- and

four-bed semi-detached and terraced

properties, nine of which will be available for

affordable rent or shared ownership.

Sempra and the council established a good

relationship with Billericay School, adjacent

to the site, and the new development will

include 31 parking spaces, 30 cycle spaces

and two coach spaces for use by the school.

During the Spring 13 houses at Ballards Walk

were handed over to Sempra Homes. These

homes, built by Redrow, have been let by

Sempra to local families on the council’s

homeseeker register. Jessica Tasker, who

grew up in the borough and partner Kris

Adewale, moved into one of the two-bed

homes with their daughter Nyla. 

Jessica says: “I really love it. It’s so nice

and quiet around here. The finish of the

property is excellent and our neighbours

are really nice. Now we’re here I can send

Nyla to the same primary school I went to

as a child and we are closer to family who

live nearby. This is going to make a big

difference to all our lives and our future.”

Private Rented Sector
In April Sempra was granted planning

permission to build 20 two-bed shared

ownership apartments in Long

Lynderswood, Lee Chapel North, to

replace the disused Space youth centre.

Melanie says: “Our intention is to market

these homes to local keyworkers, given

the proximity of the site to the local

Semi-detached houses in St Nicholas Mews,
Ballards Walk, Basildon, owned by Sempra Homes

Residents Jessica and
Nyla in their new home

college, hospital and other emergency

services and to borough residents.”

Like a number of other councils and

housing associations, Basildon is also

exploring new homes for private rent

(PRS). Mandie says: “We’ve got five at the

moment on the Lincewood Court site and

part of the portfolio will be to meet that

private rental market.”

The Lincewood Court site was previously

a row of shops in Laindon destroyed by a

devastating fire in 2013. The council saw the

redevelopment of the site as an opportunity

to do something a bit different and it now

includes five high specification flats for

private rent through Sempra Homes, above

the commercial shops.

Basildon hosts regular private landlord

advice forums encouraging private landlords

to rent through the local authority, providing

incentives of up to £1,500 if they handover

their property to the council to rent out. 

Strong position
Despite the imposition of rent reductions

in recent years, Basildon has been quite

fortunate. Mandie explains: “We were

lucky that we had finished our Decent

Homes works when George

Osborne announced a

reduction of 1% in rent. The

reduction was a significant

hit to our business plan,

equating to about £20m

over four years. We had to

look at our capital for the

rest of our programme. The

only way we were able to

manage it was because

we’d just completed our

Decent Homes programme.

“We’d had six years of investment into our

housing stock. I’d also gathered really good

asset management data. So even though

we took a 1% reduction in rent, we were

better off than five or six years before.”

The council is taking a strategic

approach to its business plan and

thinking carefully about how its housing

stock will be managed over the next five

to 10 years and beyond: “Decent Homes

of today may not be decent in 10 years

time,” points out Mandie. 

Basildon Council’s draft housing

strategy mission statement is about

‘creating opportunity and improving lives’

and with solid foundations in place

through which to flourish, the borough is in

a strong position.
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A planning application has been submitted to the council’s planning
department to build the three, two-bedroom homes at Rayside East, Basildon

“ In February this year
Basildon Council
announced plans to invest
£21m into its social housing
build programme over the
next five years.”

Properties on Bull Mews 

Project Profiles

Project Profile pieces are written

in-house following a site visit to a

council or housing association

construction or refurbishment

scheme. These articles explore

projects in detail, considering 

the contribution of the whole

supply chain.



Hamerville Media Group, Regal House, Regal Way, Watford WD24 4YF

Tel: 01923 237799  www.hamerville.co.uk  www.labmonline.co.uk

Space 1 insertion Type (mm) Trim (mm) Bleed (mm)

DPS £4,550 390 x 255 420 x 289 426 x 295

Half page DPS £2,600 390 x 124 420 x 140 426 x 146

Full page £2.400 180 x 255 210 x 289 216 x 295

½ page (H) £1,500 180 x 124 210 x 140 216 x 146

½ page (V) £1,500 88 x 255 103 x 289 106 x 295

¼ page (H) £990 180 x 60 210 x 73 216 x 76

¼ page (V) £990 45 x 255 50 x 289 53 x 295

¼ page £900 88 x 124

Inserts:

Loose inserts from £95 per 1,000

Regional inserts on request, minimum charge £500

● All prices are exclusive of VAT

Website advertising rates
Size Per four-week period Specification (px)

Leaderboard £900 728 x 90

Single MPU £850 300 x 250

Magazine contacts
For editorial enquiries contact Editor, Claire Clutten: labm@hamerville.co.uk

For advertising enquiries contact Advertisement Manager, Dave Jones: dave@hamerville.co.uk

● Adverts should be supplied as high resolution, 300 dpi, CMYK pdf’s, tiffs or jpegs to carol@hamerville.co.uk.

● All adverts should be supplied with a colour proof. Advertising copy deadline: four weeks prior to publication

Display advertising
& mechanical data


